
The Winchester Press   Wed., December 5, 2007 11

The only General Motors Dealer in the area to offer the full range of GM vehicles all under one roof

www.laplantechev.com

632 Principale, Casselman, Ontario
613-764-2846 Toll free: 1-888-894-2292 

• Manufacturer’s warranty  • 30-day/2500 km no-hassle exchange privilege
• 150 + point inspections  • 24-hour roadside assistance

Stop by to view these and other vehicles

We’re Trimming Prices!

2005 Pontiac Pursuit
4-door, red, auto., 4 cyl., 87,507 kms, wheel
covers, A/C, AM/FM stereo/CD, Stock #8492A

$10,900 + Tax

2007 Chrysler PT
Cruiser

2WD, 4-door, blue, auto., 4 cyl., 21,539 km,
A/C, CD, power locks, mirrors and windows,

Stock #8390AA

$14,900 + Tax

2005 Chevrolet Optra
LS Sedan

4-door, beige, auto., 4 cyl., 34,501 kms, A/C,
cruise, power locks and mirrors, power win-
dows, AM/FM stereo CD, front bucket seats,

remote keyless entry, Stock #P2668A

$10,900 + Tax

2005 Toyota Corolla
CE

4-door, beige, auto., 4 cyl., 24,721 km,
A/C, CD, power locks, mirrors, & win-

dows, tilt steering. Stock #8540A

$15,900 + Tax

OPEN SATURDAYS

By Amanda Smith-Millar
FALLOWFIELD — Rural
City of Ottawa residents —
and even people living just
outside the city boundaries
— recently breathed an “of-
ficial” sigh of relief, as the
misery of dial-up Internet is
finally over. 

At a ceremony held at St.
Patrick’s Church in Fallow-
field Village on Fri., Nov.
23, a host of city dignitaries
and Xplornet representatives
officially declared the
broadband project complete. 

“As mayor of Canada’s
farming capital, I’m proud
that we are delivering high-
speed Internet to every rural
door and community in Ot-
tawa,” said Mayor Larry
O’Brien, who spoke at the
launch. “This provides us
with unprecedented opportu-
nities to deliver city e-serv-
ices directly to home and
businesses across the city.”

John Maduri, chief execu-
tive officer of Barrett Xplore
Inc., told the audience that he
expected to see a closing of
the “digital divide” in Ot-
tawa. He also hypothesized
that the next decade would
see an economic shift toward
rural Ottawa, as more people
will work from home using
Internet technology requir-
ing broadband services, and
more businesses will benefit
from having a broadband ad-
vantage. 

“We’re pleased to bring
our urban-quality broadband
service with 24-7 customer
support to every resident of
rural Ottawa,” said Maduri. 

At the Rural Summit in
2005, lack of high-speed In-
ternet emerged as a major
concern of rural residents,
business owners, and farm-
ers. By that point, however,
the city’s initiative to deliver
broadband to every city resi-

dent had already be-
gun with the 2003
Broadband Plan. 

By September
2006, council had
approved up to $1
million to complete
the delivery of rural
broadband. At this
point, the city began
hunting for a broad-
band provider will-
ing to become the
private sector part-
ner. As City of Ot-
tawa economic de-
velopment consult-
ant Chris Cope put it
in an interview with
the Manotick Mes-
senger in early Oc-
tober, the city wanted to help
a company make a “business
case” for investing in rural
areas currently without cov-
erage. In June, the city and
Barrett Xplore signed an
agreement after the city

named Barrett Xplore as its
preferred partner.

Since 2003, the city has
steadily expanded its broad-
band network, increasing
availability from two per
cent to full coverage.

Even people living out-
side the official boundaries
might be able to sign up for
Barrett’s high-speed Internet.
According to Barrett vice-
president Bill Macdonald,
families and businesses lo-

cated outside the offi-
cial city borders have
already registered
with Xplornet. As long
as the customer is lo-
cated close enough to
a tower, they can re-
ceive coverage.

“The tower propa-
gates out a certain dis-
tance,” said Macdon-
ald. He explained that
customers can use a
“line of sight” rule of
thumb — in other
words, if you can see
an Xplornet tower
from your house, you
can probably get cov-
erage. “We’ll end up
getting customers in

many places.” 
Macdonald noted that

outside the Ottawa bound-
aries a different fee would
apply. Visit www.xplornet.
com or call 1-866-841-6001
for information.

High-speed Internet comes to rural Ottawa

Hospice helpers
Twelve people completed the Dundas County
Hospice’s 10-week palliative care training
course for volunteers at the Nor-Dun Seniors’
Support Centre in Winchester on Thurs., Nov.
22. Pictured are: Course facilitator Jan Clapp
(back, left), Rev. Bud McKibbon, Sandra Morse,
Prisca Burn, Shelagh Derks, Ellie Hogeveen
(front, left), Sharon Lewis, and Cindy Cooper.

Missing from photo due to inclement weather
are: Rhonda Kelly, Carol Heymans, Lynn Ford,
Tim Edwards, and Susan Dionne. The next 10-
week course starts on Mon., Jan. 14 from 6:30
to 9:30 pm at the J.W. MacIntosh Seniors’ Sup-
port Centre in Williamsburg. To register, call the
Dundas County Hospice at 613-535-2215.

Press Photo — Duncan

Store hours: Tues.-Fri. 8 am-4 pm; Sat. 8 am-12 noon

4385 BILLY LANE, RR 3, WILLIAMSBURG 613-535-2301

HARBERS
FLAME CENTRE & MASONRY INC.

Warm Your Hearth This Season

Choose from our wide selection of wood, gas or pellet
fireplaces and free-standing stoves


